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April 2 - Spring Break, No School 
April 3 - Snow Make Up Day #2 
April 9-13 - PSSA Testing Window 
April 14 - ACT Testing, SHS, 7:30 a.m. 
For more dates, visit www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

Motion capture comes to SV

What do Seneca Valley students have in common 
with “Lord of the Rings” or “Planet of the Apes?” 

With the recent installation of the Situated  
Multimedia Arts Learning Lab (SMALLab), an  
embodied learning environment that allows for  
interactivity within a learning module, students who 
have signed up for Honors Motion Capture and  
Animation I courses at Seneca Valley Intermediate 
High School (IHS) are the first high school students 
in the country to use this course.

In this class, IHS students have the opportunity to 
conduct motion capture sessions, write code and test 
new programs they have designed in the SMALLab as 
well as other SMALLabs already installed at SV.

“With a core focus on preparing our students for 
the future, the new Motion Capture and Animation 
course provides the tools, knowledge, and skills to  
accomplish just that,” exclaimed Seneca Valley 
Academy of Choice and motion capture/animation 
teacher Ken Macek. “Learning is taken to a whole 
new level by giving each student a fun, yet challenging 
college-level learning experience by experimenting 

with industry-standard animation technology and 
software.”

Recently, Seneca Valley sophomore Cole Eckenrode 
stood on a white mat that displays an immersive floor 
projection wearing a motion-capture suit covered 
with 37 markers. These markers transmit every  
movement from the top of his head to his toes. The 12 
infrared cameras that are strategically placed around 
the room pick up the sensors on his suit and are 
relayed to software that enable students to compile 
data and create characters using real human  
movement.

“I like this course because it is showing me how  
animation begins and what aspects it requires to create 
animation,” stated Mr. Eckenrode. “The classroom 
is also enjoyable due to its interactive nature and the 
way we learn is like nothing I’ve ever experienced 
before. This class also helps me see what I can do with 
the animation, allowing me to find out if I want to work 
in the Pixar Branch of The Walt Disney Company.”

Read more about the new animation course in The 
Cranberry Eagle here.

SVSHS Student Council needs your 
help today! The Seneca Valley Senior 
High Student Council is holding 
their fourth annual Raiderthon on 
April 6. All proceeds will go the  
Miracle League of Southwestern PA. 
For more, visit their Facebook page 
or donate here: https://www.gofund-
me.com/raiderthon2018.

Seneca Valley Foundation’s 2018 Spring Online Auction is open to the public! 
Go bid at https://www.32auctions.com/SVFSpring18. 

All proceeds benefit Seneca Valley students and student programs.

Raiderthon

https://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20180310/CRAN0101/703109845/-1/CRAN
https://www.facebook.com/senecavalleyraiderthon/
https://www.gofundme.com/raiderthon2018
https://www.gofundme.com/raiderthon2018
https://www.32auctions.com/SVFSpring18
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Seneca Valley’s All-School Musical “Tarzan” was a swinging success! Missed the show? No problem. Order a DVD of the musical by visiting  
www.svsd.net/SVMusicalDVD.

Audience goes wild for ‘Tarzan’

http://www.svsd.net/SVMusicalDVD
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Illustrator at age 11 
Haine Middle School (HMS) fifth grade student Joshua Wolford is a published illustrator.

His artwork was recently selected to be published in a children’s book titled, “Why Did Daddy Have to Leave” by 
Robert Snyder, a Professor of Elementary Education/Early Childhood at Slippery Rock University. 

During the author’s visit to Haine Elementary School last year, Mr. Snyder ran a contest for students to create a 
“new” illustration for his children’s book. 

Joshua’s winning illustration was selected out of submissions from over 46 different schools from across the nation.
 
Joshua will receive a complimentary autographed copy of the book, once it is released and will also have his name 
listed in the credits of the book.

CVE cares
Two first graders at CVE are seen here 
delivering items that were collected 
during this month’s CVE Cares Project. 
  
First graders Molly Thompson and 
Madison Tomaszewski are students in 
Stacey Richard’s first grade classroom. 
They made signs for the school and 
collected food, toys and supplies for 
some furry friends.

Olweus collaboration
A number of Seneca Valley secondary students recently 
collaborated with elementary schools for the District’s Olweus 
Anti-Bullying Sister-School Collaboration.  

Seneca Valley Middle School students visited Rowan  
Elementary School where it was a trip down memory lane as 
all of these middle schoolers once attended Rowan as  
elementary students themselves. “All of the students had a 
great time,” said Lauren O’Donnell, Rowan School Counselor. 

Evans City and Haine Middle Schools also had visits from SV secondary students over the past few months. During 
their visits, the students participated in Olweus lessons and open discussions. 

Finally, check out this video of SV Intermediate High School students visiting with their younger counterparts at 
CVE: http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=u2rz2p9bfn.

A mural with a 
message
Click here to read The Cranberry Eagle 
article on Haine Middle School’s  
mid-year Olweus refresher.

Students in Rebecca Finch’s Honors 
Molecular Biology and Human  
Anatomy classes recently visited CVE 
to share their love of science. 

CVE’s Science Fair Demonstration 
Day, a day where secondary students 
present science experiments and 
hands-on displays for students to learn 
about science, took place on Feb. 22. 

Highlights of the day included a 
“liquid” sand table, a “touchable” 3-D 
human blood model, and a live snake 
and bearded dragon.

For the love of  
science

Spread the word
Students in rooms 306 and 308 at Haine Middle School 
(HMS) showed their support for the “Spread The Word To 
End The Word” campaign that was held on March 7. The 
students brought in donations to purchase bracelets from 
the Best Buddies Program at the secondary campus run by 
Katie Conn. “We couldn’t imagine the school day without 
our buddies, and wanted to show our ongoing support and 
collaboration in the district,” exclaimed Vicki Hinchee, 
HMS reading and language arts, and social studies sixth 
grade teacher. 
 

The “Spread the Word to End the Word” R-Word Campaign asks people to stop saying “retarded” (the R-word) 
as a starting point toward creating more accepting attitudes and communities for all people.

Cultural immersion
Evans City Middle School (ECMS) hosted its 18th annual 
exploratory cultural day on March 23.

Presenters representing various countries shared their 
culture and interacted with students.

“This program is an exciting opportunity for students to 
explore various cultures and foster an appreciation for 
differences while celebrating the similarities as citizens 
of a global community,”  stated ECMS School Counselor 
Michelle Steinmetz. “Customs, traditions, language, music, 
art, food and dress are all part of the exciting aspects of 
culture and were shared with students.”

http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=u2rz2p9bfn
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20180228/CRAN0101/702289823/-1/CRAN#sthash.MxyUzHDR.gbpl


“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” – Dr. Seuss

SV students celebrated Read Across America Day - and Dr. Seuss’s birthday - by participating in reading and literacy activities at the beginning of March. 
Some activities included read-a-thons, guest readers and even acting like sleepy students (pictured below) inspired by the classic Dr. Seuss story, “Sleep 
Book.”

SV celebrates Read Across America Day
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Hands-on learning
The National Safety Council reports 
that one out of every four car  
accidents in the US is caused by 
texting and driving. To help  
eliminate this statistic, intermediate 
high school students in Clare 
Thomas’ health classes participated 
in a distracted driving simulator on 
March 8. The presentation  
advocated safe driving and also 
allowed students hands-on-learning 
by test-driving the simulator.

Choose kindness
Seneca Valley Middle School seventh grade students recently had the opportunity to meet Nick Wiese, a  
representative of the Children’s Cranio-Facial Association who was born with Apert Syndrome.

Mr. Wiese spoke to the students about his life experiences and related them to the new book and movie, “Wonder.” 
He encouraged students to choose kindness and to not make judgements about others based on how they look. 

Students wore blue in support of the Children’s Cranio-Facial Association and participated in other team activities 
throughout the day.

Beware the Ides  
of March
The Junior Classical League Latin 
club recently commemorated 
the Ides of March by going on a 
scavenger hunt based around the 
famous Roman figure, Julius Caesar.  
Students learned about his early life, 
his military strategy, and his political 
influence on the city of Rome by 
reenacting famous scenes.

Celebrating language
During the first full week of March, Seneca 
Valley Middle School (SVMS) students 
celebrated National Foreign Language 
Week. Students were greeted by images of 
their peers sharing their experience and 
passion for world language. The week also 
included a specially tailored cafeteria menu 
representing all four languages offered at 
SMVS (French, Latin, German, and  
Spanish) as well as a culture-based trivia 
question competition that students  
answered during homeroom.

While I live…
Seneca Valley Middle School students want their peers to make a wish.

Eighth graders Destiny Inks, Emma Kovarik and Alyssa Wible turned a lesson into reality by creating a wishing wall 
that states “While I live, I want to…” outside of the multipurpose room. The concept is simple. Write it on the wall. 
Write it on your heart. Make it happen.

The entire SVMS student body has been able to write their wishes on the wall, which include wishes of students 
wanting to make a difference, go to college or travel the world.

This student wishing wall was inspired by a lesson in Lisa Tyson’s reading class who discussed renowned artist  
Candy Chang, a leader in participatory public art.

Ms. Tyson recently received a grant from the Seneca Valley Foundation to create the wall based on this lesson.

A big thanks to Bob Cook, director of buildings, grounds and security and his staff for painting the wall with  
chalkboard paint as well as Seneca Valley Middle School Art Teachers George Williams and Tabatha Karman for 
helping with the wall lettering.



Two SV students named 2018 Carson Scholars
Seneca Valley School District has two students out of 62 in the Pittsburgh 
area who have recently been announced as 2018 Carson Scholars.

Seneca Valley Middle School eighth grade student Tanya Gupta and  
Seneca Valley Senior High School junior Hiruni Herat both received a  
$1,000 college scholarship award and the coveted honor of being named  
a Carson Scholar. 

To date, the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Carson Scholars Fund has  
awarded 1,310 scholarships to students who epitomize academic  
excellence and commitment to their community.

To celebrate their accomplishments, the Pittsburgh scholars will be honored at the annual awards banquet on  
Saturday, April 7, 2018 at Heinz Field at 11:30 a.m. The public is invited to attend the Annual Awards Banquet and 
to be a part of this inspirational day. For more information on any of the seven regional banquets or to purchase 
tickets, visit the Carson Scholars Fund website at www.carsonscholars.org.

The Carson Scholars Fund awards $1,000 college scholarships to students in grades 4-11 who must have a  
minimum GPA of 3.75 and display humanitarian qualities through community service.

Purposeful prose
Seneca Valley Sophomore Claire  
Williams recently won first place for 
her short story in the Fairchild  
Challenge at Phipps Conservatory.  

Students were challenged to be a  
nature activist by creating a short  
story that drew attention to an  
environmental issue. 

Miss Williams chose to write about a 
beautiful place that she had visited, the 
cenotes in the Yucatan Peninsula. Her 
story described the impacts of humans 
and tourism on these fragile, unique 
aquatic resources, and was described 
by the judges as being “very relatable 
and well-written.” 

Administered by Phipps Conservatory, 
the Fairchild Challenge offers creative 
challenges to secondary students to 
foster interest in the environment, to 
empower them to engage in civic life, 
and to become energetic and  
knowledgeable members of their 
communities.

Deft decathletes
The Seneca Valley Academic Decathlon Team placed third in 
the state among eighteen schools, and brought home a total 
of 25 medals in the Academic Decathlon State Competition at 
Clarion University, March 9-10.

SV medalists included sophomore Nishant Jayachadran who 
won an overall bronze and also medaled in the categories of 
essay, art, literature, speech and interview. Junior students who 
medaled included Rishin Sharma who won in economics, 
speech, interview, math and social science; Ryan Lipscomb 
medaled in music and essay; Jessie Glatz won in the events of 
speech and interview, and Katie Parker won in essay, art and 
literature. Lastly, seniors who were medalists included Nora  
Gavaghan who won in music, literature and science; and  
Matthew Beggy who medaled in economics, science and essay.

The students competed over two days in 10 events: Art, Music, 
Literature, Science, Economics, Mathematics, History, Interview, 
Speech and Essay. The SV Academic Decathlon State Team 
includes Rebekah Carlini, Katie Parker, Ashley Conroy, Megan 
Neely, Jessie Glatz, Matthew Beggy, Nora Gavaghan, Nishant 
Jayachandran, Ryan Lipscomb and Rishin Sharma.

Students are advised by Seneca Valley Senior High School Math 
Teacher David Reichard.
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Tanya Gupta Hiruni Herat

Students return with regional fair awards
Ten Seneca Valley High School students presented their original scientific research 
at the 79th Pittsburgh Regional Science and Engineering Fair, held at Heinz Field on 
March 23. These student scientists created projects following international rules in 
order to compete in this esteemed regional fair, which serves as the qualifying event for 
the International Science and Engineering Fair, scheduled to be held here in Pittsburgh 
this May. Two students from Seneca Valley came home with awards:  Freshman Olivia 
Tilton won fourth place in the senior division Chemistry category for her research 
on the Chirality of Organic Molecules, and freshman David Choi won a sponsor 
award from Covestro for his research on Non-Toxic, Anti-Fouling Paints. Participants 
pictured, from left, are: Dmitri Zalnasky, Nic Andreassi, Ben Hess, Cailee Cheski, 
Olivia Tilton, Brooke Raschke, Sam McCune, David Choi, Emma Roberts, and Bailey 
Salameh.

http://www.carsonscholars.org
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Seneca Valley’s 6th Annual Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Fair was held in the senior high school gymnasium on March 1. 

At the event, there were 178 student participants with 104 projects on display. These ambitious students conducted independent research unconnected to any 
class or grade requirements. Many of the participants are members of the SV Science Honor Society or aspiring STEM professionals. 

Some of the projects displayed included a simulated blood clotting experiment, a comparison of Metal Casting Techniques, an investigation into genetically 
modified foods, an analysis of the color of feeling, a demonstration of the two chain reaction contraptions and a demonstration of telestration – SVTV’s new 
technology where announcers have the capability to draw on the screen during a live broadcast.

Over 51 community experts volunteered (several who graduated from SV) to discuss projects, methods, results and conclusions with students. These experts 
offer written and verbal feedback, as well as advice on how to deepen and enrich students’ projects. 

The Seneca Valley Foundation (SVF) is proud to say their fundraising efforts have provided STEM mini-grants that assisted a number of students with  
high-intensity projects as part of the annual STEM Fair.

SV’s STEM Fair returns
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Coming soon!
The future starts here

The 2016-17 Seneca Valley Annual Report will be released soon.  
Here’s a sneak peek at what you’ll find:

futurethe

starts here

SENECA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT2016 -17 Annual Report

www.svsd.net 
#SVRaiderPride

2016-17 SCHOOL BOARD
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The agenda development (work 
session) meetings are typically 
held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday 
of each month, and the regular 
action board meeting is typically 
held at 7 p.m. on the second  
Monday of each month. These 
meetings are open to the public 
and allow for public comment.

Mr. Timothy Hester
Cranberry Township East III and  
West V, Region 5

Mr. Frederick Peterson Jr. 
Cranberry Township West IV and  
West VI, Region 4

Mr. Eric O. DiTullio  
2016 Board President 
(2017, 2018 Board Vice President) 
Lancaster and Forward Townships,  
Region 8

Mr. James Nickel  
2016 Board Vice President
(2017, 2018 Board President) 
Cranberry Township West I and  
West II, Region 2

Mr. James K. Welsh 
Callery and Harmony Boroughs and  
Jackson Township, Region 9

Ms. Leslie Bredl 
Appointed to replace Ms. Lahm in 
June 2017
Elected to Board seat in Nov. 2017 
Cranberry Township East I and II,  
Region 1

Rev. Reid Moon 
Zelienople Borough, Region 6

Ms. Kathy H. Whittle 
Evans City and Seven Fields Boroughs,  
Region 7

School Board Meeting Information

Ms. Susan Harrison 
Cranberry Township West III,  
Region 3

Ms. Jeanette O. Lahm 
Cranberry Township East I and II,  
Region 1. Ms. Lahm left the board in 
June 2017 due to relocation.

Meetings may be moved to 
accommodate a holiday.  
For more information,  
contact the board secretary  
at (724) 452-6040, ext. 1638.

If you require special  
accommodations to participate 
in the proceedings, please call 
Ms. Kyra Bobak, human  
resources director, at  
(724) 452-6040, ext. 1760 or  
via email at bobakka@svsd.net.

School Board meeting agendas 
and minutes can be found on  
the school district website at 
www.svsd.net/school_board. 
Please note that board meeting 
minutes must be approved at 
the next month’s meeting before 
they can be posted.
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Haine Elementary School has been named a 2016-17 Distinguished School under the federal 
guidelines for Title I Schools. Haine Elementary is among the 179 Title I Distinguished schools 
from across the Commonwealth to receive the designation from the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education, and now joins the top 5 percent based on composite scores for math, English and 
language arts on state achievement exams. Haine Elementary also met measurable attendance 
objectives as outlined in the awards program.

Title I is a federally funded program that supports schools with high poverty levels who meet 
state performance standards. Haine Elementary qualifies for Title I targeted support, which 
allows specific children in grades kindergarten through third grade the opportunity to receive  
this intervention program. Title I instruction is delivered in a small group setting in addition to  
regular classroom instruction.

Title I

Evans City Elementary School has been named a national American School Counselor Association 
(ASCA) Recognized ASCA Model Program (RAMP) for making an exemplary commitment to 
comprehensive school counseling programs. The RAMP designation, awarded to schools that  
align with the criteria set in the ASCA National Model, recognizes schools that are committed to 
delivering a comprehensive, data-driven school counseling program and an exemplary educational 
environment. Only 650 schools have been designated as RAMP since the program’s inception in 
2004. 

Evans City Elementary School Counselor Kayla Snyder led the application process and was  
recognized by staff during an awards celebration at the school that recognized her efforts to help 
students. RAMP applications are reviewed once a year by a panel of school counseling  
professionals, who assess a school counseling program in 12 different areas of program expertise.

National RAMP

Evans City Elementary and Middle Schools, along with principals Lauri Pendred of Evans City 
Elementary School and Marie Palano of Evans City Middle School, were named winners of 
the 2016 Pennsylvania Principals Association Bob D. Schiller Memorial Cancer Research and 
Support Award, sponsored by Lincoln Investment Planning, Inc., for their annual STOMP Out 
Cancer campaign. 

STOMP is an acronym for Saulle’s Teddy bear Official Memorial Parade. Over the course of 
eight years, the parade/walk has raised more than $120,000 with all proceeds going to the  
University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute for cancer research. 

The association award is presented to schools and principals who have promoted programs that 
support cancer research or survivors of cancer. In addition to the award designation, Evans City 
also received a $2,000 check to put toward future STOMP events.

PA Principals Association

Check out our many student achievements and accolades at www.svsd.net/RaiderPride.

FINDING COMMON GROUND IN UNCOMMON SPACES 
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We are an established school district rich in tradition and academic excellence. We prepare our students for tomorrow in nine facilities that 
cover a total of 150 acres. 

swimming 
pool

inspiration  
station

cyber  
labs 

2 dance  
studios

1 BIG Art Gallery
greenhouses 

TV Studio 

athletic  
fields 

planetarium

Courses offered: 219
Grades served: K-12
School year students: 1,000+ K-12 students  
participated in full-time, hybrid* and blended**  
learning combined in 2016-17. 

Seneca Valley Academy of Choice

*  Hybrid learning is either courses are offered as traditional or cyber  
 only. Students can take one or more online courses during the school  
 day or in addition to the traditional school day. 

**  Blended learning is cyber and traditional classroom work for one  
 course. Students can take courses with the assistance of a teacher  
 within the classroom 

Partnering districts: 44
SVAOC Outreach Program for Technology (OPT) provides  
outside school districts to partner with Seneca Valley to save 
money and enable their district to provide current students cyber 
education. Students can utilize this virtual education to create a 
more flexible schedule, explore career options and ultimately  
earn credits toward graduation. 

To learn more about SVAOC, visit: www.svsd.net/SVAOC. 

18

3

7
Outdoor  
Learning  

Environments

5

School Board

Awards
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In collaboration with family 
and community, the mission  

of the Seneca Valley School  
District is to provide a nurturing  

and safe environment with academically 
challenging opportunities, emphasizing 
digital citizenship, innovation, and global  
awareness in order to prepare our  
students to be productive and  
contributing citizens.

Mission Statement

Students at Seneca Valley High School have earned AP Scholar 
Awards in recognition of their exceptional achievement on AP 
Exams. The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program 
(AP) provides students with the opportunity to take rigorous 
college-level courses while still in high school, and to earn 
college credit, advanced placement, or both for successful 
performance on the AP Exams. At Seneca Valley, the increased 
course offerings in Advanced Placement, combined with a 
growth of interest on the part of students led the District to 
increase AP student scholars.The College Board recognizes 
several levels of achievement based on students’ performance 
on AP Exams:

 SV students who qualified as National AP Scholars,  
 which is granted to students in the United States who  
 receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams  
 taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of  
 these exams.

 SV students who qualified for the AP Scholar with  
 Distinction Award by earning an average score of at  
 least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or  
 higher on five or more of these exams.

 SV students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor  
 Award by earning an average score of at least 3.25 on  
 all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or  
 more of these exams.
   
 SV students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by  
 completing three or more AP Exams with scores of  
 3 or higher.

2016-17 AP Scholars
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123 senior members of the National Honor Society
8 National Merit Qualifiers
4 National Merit Commended Students
7 National Merit Semifinalists
7 National Merit Finalists
4 Special Corporate Scholarships
1 Foreign Exchange Student
220 Students graduating with Highest Honor (4.0 or higher)

54 Students graduating with High Honor Roll (3.75-3.99)

151 Students graduating with Honor Roll (3.2-3.74)

Bright futures - Class of 2017

35

2

21

44

2017 Graduation

Mission Statement

22   the future starts here

“While covering my first girls lacrosse 
game for Varsity Views last evening, I took 
the following photo (below):

It’s a rather benign, pre-game capture.  
I take this photo at nearly every event; it’s 
part of the story of the game.

But the real story of THIS photo struck a 
chord with me...literally.

The girls were waiting for the National 
Anthem to be played. There was an  
apparent glitch in the booth and the music 
never started.

After about thirty seconds of “awkward 
silence,” YOUR girls - realizing the  
music was not forthcoming -  
spontaneously began singing “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.”  

It was rife with missed notes and bad 
harmony. And it was beautiful.

This impromptu tribute to the freedoms 
we all enjoy was as refreshing as it was 
touching. In a minute and seventeen  
seconds, the Seneca Valley Girls Lacrosse 
Team wonderfully represented the  
embodiment of both true sportsmanship 
and the student athlete. They didn’t need 
the victory to prove that they were all 
winners.

Please congratulate - and, moreover - 
THANK the girls for me.”

- Daniel A. Tarr, photojournalist 

Seneca Valley Girls’ Volleyball team after winning the 2016-17 WPIAL Title.

SV Girls’ Lacrosse…sings
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The formative years. It seems like such an 
overly simplified way to describe a child’s 
K-12 education.

As an educator and leader, I have come to 
see with my own eyes that there’s much 
that happens during the many years we 
are preparing students. We start with basic 
educational skills and finish with some of 
the most advanced opportunities that put 
our students on a clear path to success. In 
between, there are an abundance of  
engagement opportunities through  
activities, athletics and clubs.

So much of the fabric of who our students 
and graduates are today is absolutely 
based on the influences in their lives during 
the time spent in our classrooms, hallways 
and on our fields. Post high school  
educational institutions and workforce  
experiences certainly shape a student 
based on an academic major or specific 
interest; but often a student’s future starts 
when they first set foot in our schools. 
Our mission to assist each of them as they 
discover the gifts and talents they possess 
and then feed their desire to reach the  
next level.

All of us – teachers, paraprofessionals, 
secretaries, maintenance staff, cafeteria 
workers, bus drivers - work to steer  
students to a higher level of learning. It is 
our responsibility to reach children at this 
level, engaging them and igniting a spark 
as they move through the grades and 
schools that lead to their graduation, and 
as they plan for their next steps.

We take very seriously our role in connecting 
kids while with us. In these pages are the 
results of our efforts. I have found there 
are the coveted times when students or 
graduates thank us, but we aren’t in the 
profession for the accolades. We choose 
to do it because we are drawn to helping 
children and because we know The Future 
Starts Here.

I’m proud and honored to be part of this 
district and to be your leader as we review 
the 2016-17 school year and strive for a 
successful 2017-18 school year.

Sincerely,

Dr. Tracy Vitale
Superintendent of Schools

SENECA VALLEY FOUNDATION

18   the future starts here

2011
The year SVF started

12
Number of fundraising events 

since Foundation’s start

35
Number of SVSD programs 

helped because of SVF

15
Number of SVF Board  

of Trustees

125
Number of donors  

since 2011

10
Total number of  

EITC contributors

$500,000
Amount raised since SVF opened its doors

www.svsd.net/SVFoundation

Athletics

Seneca Valley Foundation

Uncommon spaces
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Ten Seneca Valley students recently 
placed in five different categories,  
including Best in Show, at the 
Associated Artists of Butler County 
(AABC) High School Student Art Show.

Senior Faith Luce won Best in Show 
for her piece “Depth.” 

Erin Piotrowski, senior, placed first 
for “Matty G” in the painting category 
and second for “Holy Beliefs” in the 
drawing category.

In the photography and digital art 
category senior Jack Reynolds placed 
first for his piece titled “Home Less,” 
and sophomore Emily Tekelenburg’s 
“A Hollow Emotion” received an 
Honorable Mention.

Senior Jillian Dressler placed first for 
her piece “Band of Brothers” in the 
drawing category.

In the painting category seniors 
Taylor Martin’s “Two Girls in a Field“ 
and Henry Von Rintelen’s “Spires of 
Copenhagen“ received Honorable 
Mentions.

Senior Rachel Blackwood placed 
second for her 3-D/sculpture/ 
ceramics piece “Untitled.” In the 
same category, seniors Lauren 
George and Isabella Moosa received 
Honorable Mentions for “Angelo and 
Percy” and “Mumford” respectively.

Lastly, SV had approximately 200 
entries (grades 7-12) in the show and 
the Seneca Valley Art Department 
was awarded for Best Quality  
Artwork/Participation.

All students who won first place, 
second place, or Best in Show won 
cash prizes.  

The artists’ reception and awards 
ceremony was held at the Art Center 
in Butler on March 3.

Seneca Valley secondary art teachers 
include Tabatha Karman, George 
Williams, Stan Zimmerman, Jason 
Shorr, Aaron Shafer, Megan Bonistalli 
and Jason Woolslare.

Best in show

Eighteen art pieces created by seven Seneca Valley seniors were recently accepted 
for exhibition at The Andy Warhol Museum.

On display was a painting by Erin Piotrowski; a painting by Mariah Harvin; 
paintings and mixed media work by Isabella Moosa; a drawing and mixed media 
work by Mackenzie Neff; a linoleum block print by Gracie Carothers; a drawing 
by Faith Luce; and photography by Jack Reynolds.

The show, “Stay Woke,” opened on March 16, and was a juried exhibition  
featuring art, live performances and art making activities.

The show theme was based on activism, social justice, and current events.

Students were advised by Jason Woolslare, senior high school art teacher.

Warhol fame

Artwork from Seneca Valley  
Middle School students was out 
on display at the recent  
Pennsylvania Association for  
Middle Level Education (PAMLE)  
conference in State College,  
Pennsylvania.

On display
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Chorus – SV Choirs Host 21st Annual PMEA Adjudication Event
For the 21st consecutive year, the Seneca Valley Choral 
department hosted a Music Performance Assessment 
event in honor of “Music In Our Schools” month on 
March 27.  Over 1,000 Seneca Valley Chorus students 
participated in this Pennsylvania Music Education  
Association (PMEA) event. The goal of a PMEA  
adjudication event is to provide opportunities for  
students within ensembles to receive a clinic with a  
collegiate judge, scores, written and recorded comments 
 and a rating reflecting performance levels.  It is a 
‘snapshot’ evaluation of the implementation of the music 
curriculum and provides meaningful feedback to the 
directors and students. The PMEA assessment forms are 
correlated to state standards, testing terminology, and 
traditional grading. Attending an adjudication is  
invaluable, however, hosting one is an even greater  
indication of the dedication of the SV Choral  
department. All SV choirs in grades 7-12 performed  
as well as the 5-6 grade choirs from Evans City Middle 
School. The adjudicators for the event were Dr. Ryan 
Beeken from Indiana University of Pennsylvania,  
Dr. Mark Boyle from Seton Hill University, and Dr.  
Susan Medley from Washington and Jefferson College. 
The SV Choral directors participating in this event were 
host Bobi-Jean Alexander, Claire Barker, Aaron Magill, 
and Erin Sypien. The Seneca Valley Choral Boosters 
provided support as chaperones and as assistants in 
organizing and implementing the many details of the 
event. The collaboration of students, parent helpers, 
teachers and collegiate judges made the day a fantastic 
educational experience and a great success.

Band – ECMS 6th Grade Band performs at SRU
The Evans City Middle School (ECMS) sixth grade band traveled to Slippery Rock  
University (SRU) to work with the music education majors in Dr. Kathy Melago’s  
Instrumental Methods course on Feb. 27.  The sixth graders performed the songs they are 
preparing for their upcoming adjudication trip and received feedback from the college 
students. The SRU music majors and faculty led sectional rehearsals for the ECMS students, 
allowing the young musicians to gain instrument-specific feedback and best practices.  
Following a tour of the campus and lunch, the sixth grade band students ended their visit 
by listening to an inspiring performance by the SRU Wind Ensemble, under the direction of 
Dr. Jonathan Helmick.

“It’s important for young band students to see the musical opportunities that exist beyond 
our school,” said Tracy Glass, ECMS Band Director. “Learning is a life-long process. This 
trip allowed my students to see and hear what is possible with continued dedication and 
effort on their instruments.  It was wonderful to be able to provide this experience for the 
ECMS students and SRU students to learn from each other.” 

“Having the ECMS sixth grade band on campus was not only a fantastic opportunity for  
the sixth graders, but also for the college music education majors who gained valuable 
experience,” said Dr. Melago, associate professor of music education. “Feedback from  
everyone was so positive that we are hoping to make this an annual event!” 

The ECMS Band would like to extend a special thanks to the Seneca Valley Band  
Foundation for providing the funds to cover the cost of buses.

Student Reactions:
“I loved seeing the college students perform for us. They were really good!” - Susie Roscoe, sixth grade flute. 
“This trip showed what our lives could be like one day.” - Taryn Wilson, sixth grade clarinet. 
“It was a cool opportunity because we got to play for the music majors in a large band room with quality percussion instruments.” - Paityn Armstrong, sixth grade 
clarinet. 
“One of the best things about the trip was the sectional time because the students were very nice. I learned a lot!” - Devon Merrick, sixth grade baritone
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Band – PMEA Jr. High District Band
Thirty-eight Seneca Valley instrumentalists participated in the Pennsylvania Music Education Association (PMEA) 
District 5 Junior High Band Fest on March 16. This one day event was co-hosted by Cardinal Wuerl North Catholic 
 and Seneca Valley and featured guest conductors Dr. Robert Cameron from Duquesne University and Alvin  
Simpson from Punxsutawney Middle School. Students were selected for this festival for either the ninth grade band 
or the 7/8 Band. Ninth grade participants were selected based on their audition results from Honors Band in the fall 
of this year. Seventh and eighth grade participants were selected based on recorded auditions that were submitted for 
evaluation.

Instrumental directors at the secondary level are Robert Matchett, Varden Armstrong, Robert Babick and Sara  
Snyder.

7th-8th Grade: Connor Allen, Alaina Althouse, Caitlin Brenner, Emma Conrad, Patrick 
Dolan, Alaina Ekstam, Tanya Gupta, Grace Hines, Elizabeth Hixon, Leta Hixon, Trey 
Hixon, Ava Katzenell, Julian Lagoon, Katelyn Livorse, Shay McNally, Victor Myrna, Matt 
Nichols, Sreya Padamati, Nick Semrau, Dan Simoes, Jackson Scherzer, Rachel Spear, 
Gianna Talento, Sydney Thompson, Dawson Ward, Mark Wimer

9th Grade: Allison Buchek, Luke Choban, David Choi, Jada Chvilicek, 
Zach Garcia, Alex Owen, Ashleigh Patterson, Elizabeth Salgado, Lizzie 
Sylves, Jaya Subramanium, Olivia Tilton, Renhan Xu

SV Jazz Ensemble 
Student earns  
position in presti-
gious All-State Jazz 
Ensemble!

Kate Scanlan 
(Sophomore, trombone) has earned 
a position in the 2018 PMEA All-
State Jazz Ensemble. In contrast to 
the multi-level system as a pathway 
to an All-State concert ensemble, to 
be considered for the state level jazz 
ensemble, students must submit a 
video of themselves performing a very 
rigorous list of audition material.  This 
year students had to perform several 
scales, a solo jazz etude, improvise 
over the jazz standard “How High the 
Moon” and play an etude that  
demonstrates their ability to perform 
 as a member of a section in the 
ensemble. Miss Scanlon is one of only 
four trombonists in the entire state!  
This is a tremendous accomplishment.  
When asked how she feels about this 
accolade, she stated “I’m very excited 
to perform alongside some of the best 
musicians in the state!”

Why Summer School?
• Get ahead! Students may enroll in a course they are scheduled to take in the 2018-19 school year   
 through Acceleration. This will open up room in a schedule for additional electives. Limit of 1 credit.
• Brush-up on skills learned in previously completed courses through Audit/Remediation.
• Recover credits by retaking a course previously failed or where credit was lost through Credit Recovery.

What is the cost?
• Acceleration / Credit Recovery
 - Half Year Course (.5 credit) - $130
 - Full Year Course (1 credit) - $260
• Audit / Remediation
 - WITH Teacher support- Same pricing as above
 - WITHOUT teacher support- $40

Registration and Payment
• Payment will be completed online through Family ID. The registration form will take you directly to a PayPal option where you can pay by credit card or  
 through your PayPal account.
• Do not wait to register as courses will close automatically once they are full! The link for registration is found on our webpage at  
 www.svsd.net/SummerSchool

Important Dates to Know:
• May 14 - Summer School Acceleration and Audit Orientation Meeting (6 p.m. in the Haine Cafeteria). Students may begin working on Acceleration and  
 Audit courses (teacher support will not begin until June 12)
• May 29 at 3 p.m. - Last day to drop summer school courses (parents must agree to course drop terms on the registration form; be sure to read these over  
 as course drops after this date can impact GPA).
• June 12 - Credit Recovery Orientation Meeting and prescriptive testing 9 a.m. at Haine School. Summer lab hours begin (Monday through Thursday  
 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Haine). Teacher support begins.
• July 19 - Course completion deadline (2 p.m.)
• Summer School Courses ARE NOT NCAA - APPROVED due to the condensed format. It is the student’s responsibility to review NCAA policies to   
 ensure they are academically eligible and fulfilling all requirements set by NCAA.

The summer school program offers many of the same courses offered during the school year and every course follows the Seneca Valley curriculum. The 
Edgenuity online learning system will help your student to learn, grow, and succeed! We encourage you to register as soon as possible since course offerings 
are based on the number of students registered.

For more information, visit www.svsd.net/SummerSchool. Seneca Valley summer school is offered through the Seneca Valley Academy of Choice.

SVAOC Summer School is open

SVAOC -
Student Spotlight

Education Customized for You
SV Academy of Choice

http://www.svsd.net/SummerSchool
http://www.svsd.net/SummerSchool


A new standard
Haine Middle School (HMS) Principal 
Cassandra Doggrell, along with Eric 
Fogle, librarian and Ronelle Rowe, 
technology facilitator, recently  
presented on the new Creativity,  
Innovation Research Center (CIRC) 
at the Pennsylvania Association for 
Middle Level Education (PAMLE) 
conference in State College.

Their presentation discussed the new 
standard of innovation as well as the 
collaboration with Inventionland to 
design the immersive space that help 
students find inspiration in their  
learning. The session also explored 
how CIRC at HMS provides students 
with a framework for self-discovery, 
problem solving and collaboration.
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SV hires ECMS Principal
At Seneca Valley’s School Board Meeting on March 5, board members approved the appointment  
of Timothy Eiler as principal at Evans City Middle School in Evans City.

Mr. Eiler comes to Seneca Valley from the Oakview Elementary School, Stonesboro, Pa., in the  
Lakeview School District where he has been serving as an elementary school principal for over  
four years. He assumes the role at Evans City Middle School as Ms. Mandy Toy is leaving the  
District to take a position with the Armstrong School District.

A resident of Grove City, Mr. Eiler also has experience as a Title I reading specialist and high  
school technology coach for Lakeview. He has also taught middle school reading for Northern Lebanon School 
District, Fredericksburg, Pa., and was an elementary teacher in the New Covenant Christian School, Lebanon, Pa. 

Mr. Eiler earned his Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from Geneva College, Beaver Falls, Pa., and his 
Master of Education in Teaching and Curriculum, with Literacy Focus Option from Pennsylvania State University, 
Harrisburg, Pa. His also earned his Principal Certification from Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock, Pa.

New hires join SV
We welcome Jaclyn Macioce and Lindsey Kisucky to the Seneca Valley family: 

Name: Jaclyn Macioce
Position: School Psychologist
Education/Experience: I completed my undergraduate degrees in Psychology and English at 
St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas. I then attended Duquesne University to complete 
my M.S.Ed. and Specialist program in School Psychology. I was hired as a School Psychologist 
by Dallas Independent School District in Texas and worked there for two years before returning 
to the Pittsburgh area. I was then hired by Ellwood City Area School District as their K-12 

School Psychologist where I have been working since 2010. After working in the field for several years, I decided 
to return to Duquesne University to complete my doctorate and am working on finishing those requirements 
now. I am so excited to join the team at Seneca Valley School District! 
Hometown: Pittsburgh
Current Residence: Cranberry Township
Family: My husband, Tom, and I met over 16 years ago and have been married for six years. We have two  
children. Our daughter, Carmella, is 17 months old. Our son, Dominic, will turn five years old in May and is 
excited to begin Kindergarten at Haine Elementary in the fall. 
Why did you become a psychologist? 
I was always interested in the field of psychology, but also really enjoyed and felt at home in the educational 
setting of a school. Practicing as a School Psychologist is a perfect fit for me because it combines these two 
passions. 
What is one sentence that sums up what you believe is the key to student success? 
While it is actually two sentences, this quotation from Maya Angelou applies so well to success for both students 
and the adults that educate them: “Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do 
better.”
When you’re not working, you most likely can be found doing what? 
When I’m not working, I am typically enjoying time with my family. I love getting to introduce Dominic and 
Carmella to different activities and places in this amazing city. We are always out and about to play and explore.  
What is one thing about you that likely would surprise your students?
 I love to travel and have made it to 11 different countries so far. I have been traveling since I was a young child 
and really enjoy seeing and experiencing new places. 

Name: Dr. Lindsey Kisucky
Position: School Psychologist
Education/Experience: Doctorate of Psychologist in School Psychology (Duquesne  
University), This is my fifth year working as a School Psychologist 
Hometown: Saratoga Springs, NY
Current Residence: Moon Township, PA

Family: I have been married for three years and my husband’s name is Joe. We have a dog named Nittany.
Why did you become a psychologist?
I always knew I wanted to work with kids and likely in education. However, as I continued my education my 
passion for helping kids became more targeted. I wanted to help kids to recognize their potential and guide 
them in achieving that potential by recognizing their needs and maximizing on their strengths.  
What is one sentence that sums up what you believe is the key to student success? 
The key to student success lies in hard work, resiliency, and a positive outlook. 
When you’re not working, you most likely can be found doing what? 
When not at work I am often doing projects around the house with my husband. We also spend a lot of time 
with friends and family. I love to be outside, and when the weather is nice I enjoy sitting on the front porch 
reading a book or going for a run/hike. 
What is one thing about you that likely would surprise your students?
My goal is to make it to all 50 states in my lifetime, and I have already visited 23.

Fun Fore All  
donates to SVF
Seneca Valley staff and Rowan  
students have much to look forward 
 to, thanks to Fun Fore All. This 
locally owned family fun park recently 
donated $5,000 to the Seneca Valley 
Foundation (SVF). Specifically, the 
contribution will be split with $2,500 
going to the Creativity, Innovation 
and Research Center (CIRC) space at 
Rowan Elementary School and $2,500 
that will be used for five teacher  
mini-grants. Chris Camp, president 
and owner at Fun Fore All in  
Cranberry Township presented the 
check to Rowan Elementary students 
and staff on Feb. 28.

“We are excited to be working with the 
district to help the students, teachers 
and staff,” said Mr. Camp. “Seneca  
Valley is doing some great work  
keeping students engaged in learning. 
By using technology, as well as  
creativity, they are helping students 
become prepared for the new work 
environment that awaits them. As a 
long-time member of the community, 
we are happy to be able to support 
these great programs.”

For more information on SVF, visit 
www.svsd.net/SVFoundation.

http://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
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If you ever wondered what a champion looks like, Raider Athletics can present you plenty of images from the 2018 winter season.

What champions look like!

MARCH 2018
Heather Lewis, Seneca Valley Athletic and Activities Director

Raider Athletics

Alejandro Herrera-Rondon became the 
first state champion in wrestling since  
1982, capturing the PIAA AAA crown at 
106 lbs. with a 1-0 win in three overtimes. 
Alejandro, in beating WPIAL champion 
Kurtis Phipps in the state final, atoned 
for an earlier 1-0 defeat to Phipps in the 
WPIAL championships. Only a freshman, 
Alejandro has a very bright future ahead  
of him as a Raider wrestler. 

Louis Newell finished seventh in the state at 120 lbs. for AAA wrestling and  
became the first Raider wrestler in program history to be a four-time state  
medalist. The program record holder for career wins with 156-25 record, Louis 
finished eighth, second, second, and seventh in his state tournament career. In  
addition, he can claim a WPIAL title, two WPIAL runner-up places and a third 
place finish in the WPIAL championships.

The boys indoor track and field Distance Medley Relay consisting of Sam Owori (1200m), Luke 
Bellack (400m), Alex Dixon (800m), and Seth Ketler (1600m) captured the state title in late  
February with a blistering 10:21.72 to beat Spring Ford by just under two seconds and breaking their 
own school record.  Earlier in the season, this quartet had established a new school record in the 
DMR at the New Balance Games in New York City, running 10:23.07.

Continued on page 14
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TRI-STATE ORTHOPAEDICS – Athletes of the Month, February 2018 
Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to sponsor a male and female Raider Athlete 
of the Month. This year marks the second of a three-year partnership with Tri-State Orthopaedics and the Athletics 
Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of the Month for February were freshman swimmer Edie Sawyer and 
senior basketball player Chris Hart.

The Female Athlete of the Month was freshman swimmer Edie Sawyer. Miss Sawyer had a fantastic 
end to her regular season and came out of the WPIAL championship meet having qualified for the 
PIAA state championships in the 100 breaststroke. Her state qualifying time of 1:05.76 was good for a 
sixth place finish at WPIAL’s and she was one of only four freshmen out of 32 qualifiers swimming the 
100 breaststroke at the PIAA state meet.
 
The Male Athlete of the Month was senior basketball player and team captain Chris Hart. For the 
month of February, he averaged 16.4 points per game and was a key figure in helping lead the  
Raiders—who finished 14—8 overall and 7—5 in section play—to five consecutive section wins to 
end the season. On the back of some key performances by Mr. Hart and his teammates, Seneca Valley 
returned to the playoffs where they fell in a close game to Canon-McMillan 57-52. For his significant 
contributions throughout the season, section coaches named him as a first-team All Big-56  
Conference performer. 

On March 20 at UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex, the 
Seneca Valley Raider Ice Hockey team captured its 
first-ever AAA Penguins Cup championships to advance 
to the state finals on March 24. The Raiders were led by 
a stingy defense and outstanding goaltending by Logan 
Johnson to keep the defending champions of Peters 
Township in check. Jackson Blucher scored first and 
back-to-back goals 13 seconds apart by Tyler Draper and 
Michael Spokane provided all the scoring Seneca Valley 
would need to capture their first title. Giovanni Sarachine 
scored an empty netter to clinch the 4-2 win and the 
celebration began.

Sophomore Owen Blazer finished seventh in the recent PIAA AAA Swimming 
and Diving championships recording a time of 50.60 in the 100 backstroke.  Owen 
was the only sophomore in a finals race full of juniors and seniors. In addition, 
Owen same a 50.79 in the 100 butterfly to finish 11th in the state at the AAA 
championships.  He was also part of two relays – the 200 medley and 200 freestyle 
– that qualified for the state championships.

Athletics
Continued from page 13

*All items published are as of press time, March 23, 2018. 



Seneca Valley 1996  
graduate Jeff Rimer has 
made significant scientific 
contributions in the areas  
of energy and drug  
development and was  
recently recognized as a 
‘rising star’ in his field. 
Currently, Dr. Rimer is an 
Associate Professor in the 
Department of Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering at 
the University of Houston, 
and is known for his ability 
to apply multiple scientific 
disciplines to his research, 
producing breakthroughs 
that have immediate  
applications in materials  
science. We asked him to 
catch us up on what he is 
doing today and how Seneca 
Valley influenced his life and 
career. 

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: I am currently a professor of chemical engineering at the University of Houston 
(UH). After graduating from Seneca, I received dual bachelor degrees in chemistry 
from Allegheny College and chemical engineering from Washington University 
in St. Louis. I then received my Ph.D. in chemical engineering from the University 
of Delaware and spent two years as a postdoctoral fellow at New York University 
prior to joining UH in 2009. My research program focuses on crystal engineering 
with applications in both medicine and energy. In addition to teaching, I manage a 
research group of approximately 20 Ph.D. students and postdocs.  
 
Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I am married with two children. My wife, Alejandrina, holds a Ph.D. in  
chemistry and works for Dixie Chemical in the Houston area. We have two boys – 
Nicholas (age 5) and Benjamin (age 3) – who keep us very busy with their activities. 
Our eldest son will be starting kindergarten later this year. Both of our boys are 
active in soccer and swimming. I serve as their soccer coach on the weekends.    

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: I am a city person. This may come as a surprise to many given the fact that I 
spent most of my life in suburbia. One of the most amazing experiences for me 
was living in New York City for two years, right in the heart of Greenwich Village. 
This is also one of the reasons why I really enjoy living in Houston.  
 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: High school, in general, is a time for tremendous growth and development. My academic work ethic was largely established at Seneca Valley where 
teachers provided excellent mentorship and training to prepare us for college and beyond. My involvement in many after school activities created a lifelong 
passion for the arts, and also led me to pursue a five-year bachelor degree in engineering (instead of a traditional four-year program) in order to receive a 
liberal arts education. I also believe that the friendly and social atmosphere at SV helped establish my value of friendships and the benefits of establishing 
good working relationships with colleagues, which has served me well throughout the years.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: I felt that the overall environment that was created by the teachers, staff, and students made Seneca a special place to learn and develop. It also made 
it very difficult for me to graduate and leave the friends I had made during some of the most formative years of my life. When I arrived to college, I was 
surprised by the widespread attitude among freshman students who were glad to leave their high schools. This was a foreign thought for me at the time, but 
it did serve to reinforce my belief that SV is indeed a very special place.  

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: Mr. Depaulo, who taught Introductory and AP Chemistry, was my favorite teacher 
and had the most significant influence on my career path. His use of mnemonic  
devices, such as the “mole highway,” facilitated learning and made class fun. He played 
a major role in my decision to pursue an advanced degree in the chemical sciences. 

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: I cannot think of a singular event, but rather a culmination of activities that made 
my entire experience at Seneca Valley wonderful. I was heavily involved in the music  
program (symphonic, jazz, and marching band) as well as school musicals. Some of 
my most memorable moments in high school came from my involvement in these 
activities. SV has a strong tradition of amazing music and drama programs! 

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: I would strongly encourage teachers to foster partnerships with local colleges or 
universities to get your students involved in STEM activities, particularly at an early 

age. Many professors are eager to get involved in high school activities that can range from curriculum development and class demonstrations to lectures 
on science and career opportunities in STEM fields. Professors with active research groups often host high school students in their laboratories and mentor 
projects with the help of their graduate students. These types of outreach activities are heavily promoted by organizations such as the National Science 
Foundation, so take advantage of any available opportunities, or more importantly, take the initiative to create new ones!  

Q: What do you wish other people knew about Seneca Valley? 
A: As a parent with kids who are beginning to start school, I think about the decisions many of my colleagues and friends have made regarding whether 
or not to choose public vs. private education for their children. My belief, which derives solely from my experience at Seneca Valley, is that public schools 
provide tremendous opportunities for students to learn and grow. I would encourage any parent who is about to make this decision to visit Seneca Valley 
and see for themselves what a wonderful environment it is for getting a well-rounded education.   

Continued on page 16

- 15 -

 &

 Alumni

NotesNotesNewsNews



Seneca Valley Class of 1968 50th Reunion Celebration
It is time to play “remember when”, renew old friendships, and share memories as The Class of 1968 gathers 
for a 50th Reunion. 

Mark your calendar, chisel a stone, put a post-it note on the bathroom mirror - whatever it takes.
It won’t be a party without you!

Date: September 1, 2018
Time: 5 p.m. 
Venue: Treesdale Golf & Country Club, One Arnold Palmer Drive, Gibsonia, PA 15044
For more information, visit: https://www.svclassof1968reunion.com/

- 16 -

Alumni News & Notes
Continued from page 15

Alumni: we want to hear from you!
We invite Seneca Valley graduates to share their stories with us. To be featured in our Raider Pride e-newsletter, send your  

graduation year, a summary of your professional life and a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped pave the way to: 
Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

The Welch Foundation recently announced that Dr. Jeffrey Rimer is the recipient of the 2018 
Norman Hackerman Award in Chemical Research. Having already made significant scientific 
contributions in the areas of energy and drug development, Dr. Rimer is being recognized as a 
‘rising star’ in his field.

“As the foundation is based in Houston, this is a special opportunity to recognize a researcher 
 who lives and works in our hometown,” said Carin Barth, Director and Chair, The Welch  
Foundation. “Dr. Rimer’s vast achievements are further proof that some of the brightest minds  
in chemistry are in Texas.”

“The Welch Foundation has made a significant impact on my research program,” said Dr. Rimer. 
“The Foundation’s funding is unique in that it is not tied to specific applications or agendas, but 
instead supports fundamental research on the merits of the problems being addressed. This  
provides tremendous latitude for researchers to be creative and pursue scientifically-driven  
studies. Support from the foundation also opens avenues for high-impact discoveries and the  
establishment of new research directions. Indeed, funding from The Welch Foundation has 
allowed my group to develop completely new areas of research that would have been impossible to accomplish without their support.”

Dr. Rimer’s lab has made two significant research discoveries in the past decade, the first being that of a molecule that inhibits calcium oxalate crystallization,  
the principal component of kidney stones. This promising therapeutic is a major advancement in drug development and has the potential to replace drugs 
currently used to treat this widespread disease. The second notable discovery is the development of techniques to elucidate complex pathways of non-classical 
crystallization, inspiring new methods to optimize the synthesis of zeolites, which are important as catalysts in petrochemical industries.

“Dr. Rimer is widely recognized as an outstanding teacher and mentor, as evidenced by the deep scholarship and innovation produced in his lab,” said Peter B. 
Dervan, Chair, The Welch Foundation Scientific Advisory Board. “He has become a leader in the emerging field of non-classical crystallization.”

After receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry from Allegheny College, Dr. Rimer went on to earn the same degree in chemical engineering from 
Washington University in St. Louis and a Ph.D. in the same field at the University of Delaware. He worked as a postdoctoral fellow at New York University’s  
Molecular Design Institute in the chemistry department, before joining the faculty at the University of Houston. Dr. Rimer’s research has been published in  
notable journals including Science, Nature, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS).  The write-up of his work with kidney stone treatment 
was picked up by more than 75 international news outlets, including US News & World Report.

“Receiving the Hackerman Award is a tremendous honor,” said Dr. Rimer. “This achievement is a team effort that reflects the excellent research of my current 
and former students.”

The Norman Hackerman Award in Chemical Research was established by The Welch Foundation to honor Norman Hackerman, its Scientific Advisory Board 
chair from 1982 to 2006. The award recognizes the accomplishments of chemical scientists in Texas who are early in their careers. It is designed to encourage 
scientists who are embarking on careers dedicated to increasing our fundamental understanding of chemistry. Upon accepting the award, Dr. Rimer will receive 
$100,000, as well as a bronze sculpture to commemorate the occasion.

The Welch Foundation, based in Houston, is one of the United States’ largest private funding sources for basic chemical research. Since 1954, the organization 
has contributed approximately $866 million to the advancement of chemistry through research grants, departmental programs, endowed chairs, and other  
special projects at educational institutions in Texas.

Click here to watch a video on Dr. Rimer’s research and recent award.

https://www.svclassof1968reunion.com/
mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Alumni%20Feature
http://www.welch1.org/awards/norman-hackerman-award-in-chemical-research/recipients/dr-jeffrey-d-rimer
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The art of listening — it’s one of the most important skills parents need to communicate with their children. Most parents 
lead hectic lives, so it can be tough to give kids their full attention. But doing that at least once a day can make a big difference. 

Sometimes children need to know that they are being heard, especially if something is bothering them. It’s easy for parents 
to assume they know what their kids are thinking and to offer advice on solving their problems, but it’s important to help 
children manage their own emotions and to give them opportunities to solve problems on their own.

For example, a child tells his parent that someone at school made fun of him. The parent shouldn’t jump in and offer a 
solution. Instead, he or she should give a supportive response that reflects how the child feels, like “That must have hurt 
your feelings.” When a parent avoids jumping in with a quick fix for the upset child, the child is allowed to relieve his stress 
and take responsibility for his problem. 

Reflecting a child’s feelings is sometimes all it takes to meet his emotional needs. A simple statement like “You seem sad 
today” lets a child know that the parent has seen her hurt. If a child has a problem, the parent might ask what might make 
things better. Let kids know their opinions count.

A parent’s body language is as important as the words that are said. Mom or Dad should turn toward the child, get down 
on his level and make eye contact or put an arm around him. The child will be more comfortable opening up if his mom 
can give her full attention. But if Mom can’t listen just then, she should tell him when she’ll be available.

Many children behave aggressively when something is bothering them. When children are able to express their feelings, 
they are less likely to hit or become aggressive. For example, a young child may yell and scream if she can’t figure out how 
to play a new game. Her parent could say, “I can see you’re really frustrated” and let her respond. If the parent can describe 
the child’s feelings in words, she’ll know her parent recognizes her frustration. Once she’s calm, she will be better able to 
work it out or to ask for help.

If parents listen to their kids when they’re young, the kids will be more likely to turn to their parents during their teen 
years when problems may become more serious. When children know they can release their strong feelings in a  
supportive home, they feel secure enough to express themselves honestly. The trust that is shared forms the basis for a 
closer parent-child relationship.

It’s important for parents to build time into each day to really listen to their kids—whether driving together in the car, 
tossing a ball in the yard or talking at bedtime. If parents can fine-tune their listening skills and reflect their children’s 
feelings, they’ll be better able to tune in to their kids’ lives.

Information provided by the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. For more visit: http://www.chp.edu/for-parents/health-
tools/parent-resources/parenting-tips.

Tuning in to your kids

By Delaney Ruston, M.D., for 
Screenagers

Information provided by Screenagers. For more, click here. 
Photo provided by www.healthychildren.org.

Good Morning America recently ran a powerful story about the intense pull 
of screens and why having and enforcing, limits are so important ... and hard. 

The video shows what happens when a couple allows their with four children 
ages 6 to 11 to have as much screen time as they want for 48 hours. The kids 
often used more than one screen at the same time, and the producers counted 
all screens used when calculating times—so 3 hours with two screens going would be counted as 6 hours.  The total time 
on screens for each of the kids came to 16, 29, 35 and 46 hours over the course of the two days. On Sunday night when the 
experiment finished, and the parents took their devices away, the kids had major meltdowns.

Knowing which rules, limits, and guidelines to have can be confusing for parents, and then comes the work of  
implementing them consistently which can be exhausting. 

The reporter for the Good Morning America story, Becky Worley, wrote an accompanying blog to her segment in which 
she reveals her own family rules:

“I have been covering and studying this issue (tech) for a long time. As a result, I am super strict with my 10-year-old 
twins: No screens at all during the week and only TV shows on the big screen on the weekends. No YouTube, no tablet 
games, no Xbox or PlayStation in our house. My two exceptions are planes and hospitals.”

She adds:
“This is the first time I’m writing about what our family does because I don’t want to seem judgmental; there are a million 
different types of kids, family situations, and techniques for parenting.”

If the video motivated you to rethink the limits in your home, here is a free online tool to help which is put out by  
American Association of Pediatrics (AAP). If you have rules, but they need a refresh, now could be that time.

Here are some ideas to get a conversation going about limits:
1. Why is tech so absorbing? In the Good Morning America video can you relate to how much the kids were on tech when 
things were rule-free? 
2. Do you think there should be spaces with no tech devices? Which ones? 
3. What times should tech be turned off? 
4. If you are a youth, do your friends ever mention the rules they have in their homes? If you are an adult, do your parent 
friends ever mention the tech guidelines and rules they have?

Watch what happens when kids have no screen-time rules

Fortnite is the latest video game 
grabbing youth’s attention. The 
game has been attracting millions 
of players with its survivor-style 
play where people compete to be 
the last one standing. Players I’ve 
spoken with say that it is the team 
interaction and strategy that hooks 
them. Other factors that seem to be 
contributing to its popularity are 
that it is free and that it can run on 
the simplest of computers.

Fortnite is a third-person shooter 
game. Violent games, even 
non-gory ones like Fortnite, 
warrant conversations with our 
youth. Parents need to decide if 
they will allow such games in the 
home. Whatever decision is made, 
the rationale behind the decision 
should be shared with the kids. It 
sounds easy, but it can be tricky to 
verbalize these kinds of thoughts 
around our kids. Hearing our kids’ 
and teens’ input is also crucial. We 
want them to have chances to talk 
about all of this.

For younger kids, and for people 
who are more susceptible to com-
pulsive behaviors, changing a habit 
on one’s own is not so easy. That 
is why it is vital for us as parents 
to talk about how to set limits for 
appealing things like Fortnight. If 
you are unsure whether your kid 
needs strong time constraint rules, 
try this:

1. Decide (ideally with their input)  
 the amount of time they have  
 until the game needs to be   
 turned off.

2. When that time is up, do they  
 shut off the game themselves?

3. If not, talk to them about what is  
 happening and why they think  
 they are having a difficult time.

Unhooking from 
video games,  
including Fortnite

http://www.chp.edu/for-parents/health-tools/parent-resources/parenting-tips
http://www.chp.edu/for-parents/health-tools/parent-resources/parenting-tips
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays?mc_cid=79b1798ecc&mc_eid=f4b3d95883&utm_source=Screenagers+Movie+Signup+Form&utm_campaign=c03517c2a6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c7ed3f4d8d-c03517c2a6-159819769&mc_cid=c03517c2a6&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
http://www.healthychildren.org
http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Family/48-hour-screen-time-experiment-kids-limits/story?id=53410728&utm_source=Streak+Inquiries&utm_campaign=5415e9ca47-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_06&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6df95fe5f7-5415e9ca47-159827209&mc_cid=5415e9ca47&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/media/Pages/default.aspx?utm_source=Streak+Inquiries&utm_campaign=5415e9ca47-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_06&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6df95fe5f7-5415e9ca47-159827209&mc_cid=5415e9ca47&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/media/Pages/default.aspx?utm_source=Streak+Inquiries&utm_campaign=5415e9ca47-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_06&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6df95fe5f7-5415e9ca47-159827209&mc_cid=5415e9ca47&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
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2018 SV Graduation Project
Seneca Valley students are hard at work preparing to present their graduation projects, and we need board judges.  

As part of the graduation requirement at Seneca Valley, students complete a graduation project, which consists of a project,  
a portfolio, as well as an oral presentation evaluated by a board of judges. The graduation projects fall into five pathways: 

• Career Exploration     • The Arts     • Self-Development     • Community Service     • Engineering Certification Program

We believe that the community’s participation as board judges will greatly enhance the value of the graduation project. As 
our students work very hard and take great pride in their work, we hope to provide them with board members who have 
both professional experience and knowledge in a field that aligns with their specific project area. We believe this provides our students a more meaningful  
experience, as your expertise allows for both in-depth discussions and relevant follow-up questions. We hope this collaboration will also build positive  
relationships with local companies and employers within our community and will showcase the impressive work being performed at Seneca Valley.

Board presentations will take place at 8 a.m. on Friday, May 18, in the Seneca Valley Senior High School. Please email Heather Clark at clarkhb@svsd.net with 
any questions, and/or if you are interested in being a Board Judge.

Student portfolios are available to review on the secondary campus. Once you have registered as a judge, this is an excellent opportunity for you to familiarize 
yourself with the student’s work prior to hearing their presentation on May 18. It is not mandatory, but highly encouraged that you read the student portfolio 
prior to the presentation, to better understand the student’s work.

Reading Days for Portfolios:
SVSHS Library April 23-26--Library will be open between 8 a.m.-2 p.m.**
 Evening hours at the SHS Tuesday, April 24 from 6-8 p.m.
SVMS  Library April 30 - May 3--Library will be open between 8 a.m. -2 p.m.**
 Evening hours at the MS Wednesday May 2 from 6-8 p.m.
SVIHS Library May 7- 10-- Library will be open anytime between 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.**

**Photo ID required to enter all buildings on campus during school hours.

Additional information can be found on by visiting the District website at www.svsd.net/GraduationProject. Please click on the graduation project tab to read 
the graduation project manual or view a video of a graduation project presentation.

SV student Swim-a-Thon set for April 2
Annual event raises over $9,000 for NHS Allegheny Valley School
When Jacklyn (Jackie) Curtz (SV ’13) was a senior at Seneca Valley, she came up with an idea to develop a community service effort that would combine her 
graduation project requirement with her love of swimming.

As a result of her fundraising efforts back then, today the many individuals supported by NHS Allegheny Valley School (NHS/AVS) in Coraopolis, where Jackie’s 
mom Mary works, have enjoyed many days of fun-filled recreation. Over $9,000 has been raised since the creation of the swim-a-thon project, all of it benefiting 
the school as they provide homes and a full range of services to individuals with all levels of intellectual and developmental disabilities.

The fundraising work continues today with more Seneca Valley assistance. The annual NHS/AVS Swim-A-Thon will “splash off” at the NHS/AVS indoor pool 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. on Monday, April 2, at 1996 Ewings Mill Road. Seneca Valley Senior Sophia Gaguzis, whose grandmother used to work for NHS/AVS, is 
coordinating the event this year. Ten students from Seneca Valley will pair with 10 individuals supported by NHS/AVS for the Swim-a-Thon.

 “It is inspiring to have students from Seneca Valley run a swim-a-thon each year to raise funds to support our programs,” said Executive Director of  
Development and Communications Dorothy Gordon. “Swimming is a fantastic activity for the individuals supported by NHS/AVS as it develops strength and 
provides those who utilize a wheelchair for mobility to move freely in the water. The interaction between all the participants is wonderful.”

This year funds will support the purchase of recreation and sensory equipment to enhance the services NHS/AVS provides to adults with intellectual and  
developmental disabilities.

 “This project brings high school students and NHS/AVS clients together to work toward a common goal, and I think it is important to interact with individuals 
of all ages and stages of life to fully understand the world in which we live in today,” said Jackie. “Throughout my childhood, I have spent time volunteering and 
engaging with the clients of NHS/AVS. I really enjoy the educational and positive environment of NHS/AVS, which has ultimately influenced important  
decisions in my life such as my Senior Project, working during the summers between college semesters, and my future career,” she explained.

Jackie is now in her graduate year of a five-year master of occupational therapy program at Gannon University in Erie, and is the daughter of Mary and Dale 
Curtz, and has a younger brother Jamison.

To donate online visit http://avs.nhsonline.org/ or send a check (payable to Allegheny Valley School) to NHS/AVS, Development Department,  
1996 Ewings Mill Road, Coraopolis, PA  15108. Please note “Swim-a-Thon” with your donation.

https://www.facebook.com/SenecaValleySD/
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://www.instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
http://www.svsd.net
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
mailto:clarkhb%40svsd.net?subject=2018%20SV%20Graduation%20Project
http://www.svsd.net/GraduationProject
http://avs.nhsonline.org/


(In Case You Missed It)

ICYMI...

SV’s Kennywood Park Picnic Day is Friday, June 22. Tickets are now available at:  
https://www.kennywood.com/seneca.

Have you seen the Seneca Scout? The student news site of 
Seneca Valley Senior High School. To read about school 
news, features and entertainment, visit  
https://senecascout.svsd.net/.

https://www.kennywood.com/seneca
https://senecascout.svsd.net/


SATURDAY, APRIL 14  |  10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

TO REGISTER: Go to laroche.edu/openhouse

• Explore more than 50 career-focused majors with our faculty

• Tour campus and get an inside look at our residence halls

• Discover how merit-based scholarships make an education from La Roche affordable

• Learn about study abroad opportunities included in your tuition

• Enjoy light morning refreshments and a complimentary lunch 

~ YOU’RE INVITED to an ~ 

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE
AT LA ROCHE COLLEGE | ZAPPALA COLLEGE CENTER

FRESHMAN ADMISSIONS
800-838-4572  |  412-536-1272
admissions@laroche.edu  |  laroche.edu

TRANSFER ADMISSIONS
412-536-1260  |  transferadmissions@laroche.edu9000 Babcock Boulevard  |  Pittsburgh, PA 15237

 Don’t miss this 
opportunity!   

https://laroche.edu/


Theatreworks USA | United States

and Other Stories

TRUSTARTS.ORG/KIDS

2018
2017

Seneca Valley Senior High School

BOX OFFICE AT THEATER SQUARE • 412-456-6666 • GROUPS 10+ 412-471-6930

TUESDAY, APRIL 10 • 7PM

https://trustarts.org/pct_home/events/series/childrens-theater-series

